Friends of the College Collection Newsletter, No..10, December 2009 Page 1

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College
of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists

Friends of the College Collection (FOCC)
Newsletter No 10, December 2009

In this Newsletter

Greetings from the Honorary Curator
News from the Collections

The College Collection

The Archives

The Frank Forster Library

The Museum

Gifts, Donations and Expenditure
Information and Season’s Greetings
Friends of the College Collection 2009

0 N OO 0o A W DN DN P

Greetings from the Honorary Curator
Dear Friends

Once again | wish to acknowledge the outstanding
support that we receive from our Friends of the College
Collection. Your support ensures the continued
maintenance and improvement of our Historical
Collections. Our special thanks to the donors for your
generous contributions. There are currently 190
Friends.

It was pleasing to note the recognition by the College
of Dr Struan Robertson and his award of Distinguished
Service Medal, for his work recording oral histories of
retired Fellows of NSW.

We were saddened to learn of the passing of three of
our Friends during the year, Dr Paul Jeffery, of Victoria,
Major-General Sir William Refshauge of ACT and Dr
Jerry Walters of Tasmania.

On behalf of the Council, | thank our generous Friends
who have made donations and gifts of personal items —
particularly College members and associates and other
interested parties who have offered treasures to the
Collections.

The College Collection of furniture, art and decorative
objects is currently being entered into a new database
which will provide a vital record of the items held and
also assist in their future management.

We were delighted to receive the silver mace belonging
to the former RNZCOG for safekeeping. It will be
displayed in an appropriate case in the Council Room.

The Historical Collections continue to expand and the
cataloguing of items has been a major goal for all
sections this year. In order to encourage users of the
collections it is essential to have comprehensive
catalogues and this has been a priority.

We wish to acknowledge the contribution of Ms Helen
Johnson, who has given tirelessly of her time to work
as a volunteer in the Museum for many years. She has
finally decided to retire from the role and we wish her
well in the future.

We are grateful for the College staff and to members of
the RANZCOG who give such fine support to the
Collections. | sincerely thank all Friends of the College
Collection for their vital support and extend best wishes
to you all for the festive season and the New Year.

Sincerely

Geoffrey J Bishop, AM
Honorary Curator of the College Collection
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News from the Collections

Oral Histories

Recognition of the contribution of Dr Struan
Robertson

On 20 November 2009 Dr Struan Robertson was
recognised by the College when he was awarded the
RANZCOG Distinguished Service Medal for his work in
recording the memories of early medical careers and
historical recollections of the retired Fellows of New
South Wales. He has spent many hours travelling
around the state interviewing retired Fellows and
placing the recorded interviews onto CD ROM. His
project will ensure that the memories of their early
careers in obstetrics and gynaecology will remain on
record for the future. It will serve as a valued resource
for researchers on the early years of O&G in this
country. We salute Dr Robertson!

College Collection

Glass sculptures

During the year we commissioned photographs of the
two glass sculptures Faith and Hope that were donated
to the nation by the RACOG in 1988 as a Bicentennial
Gift. The sculptures, by artist Paddy Robinson, are held
in the permanent collection of the Powerhouse
Museum in Sydney. The framed photographs are on
display at College House to provide a historical record
of the gifts.

College assets of art, furniture and decorative art s

The College assets of art, furniture and decorative arts
are being entered into a new database which will
greatly assist in the management of the assets. A
photograph will be included with each entry to assist
with identification of individual items.

Gifts

We were delighted to receive gifts to the College
Collection during the year. These included a Czech
glass figurine of a doctor and baby from Mr Arthur Day;
and a brass figurine of a doctor and baby (USA) from
Dr Jim Roche; bone china plate from Professor
Arulkumuran; an obstetric image by Sophie Xeros, from
Dr Janet Duke; crystal vase from the O&G Society of
Singapore; and a carved wood Sepik wall plaque from
Professor Warren Jones. The Military Chapter
presented shields and a hat from the RAAF and RAN.
Dr Jock Murray donated a RACOG gown and his
father's RCOG gown.

Conservation

The antique French onyx and ormolu clocks in the
Collection have recently had conservation treatment
and their chimes can now be heard at College House.
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RNZCOG Mace

The Collections were enhanced by the addition of the
sterling silver mace belonging to the former RNZCOG.
This was sent to the College as a permanent loan and
will be on display at College House in the near future
when a display case can be purchased.

Dr Ted Weaver presenting the Distinguished Service
Medal to Dr Struan Robertson, Nov 2009

Hope, glass sculpture by Paddy Robinson donated to
the Nation as a Bicentennial Gift, 1988. Held in the
Powerhouse Museum, Sydney. Photograph by Bruce
Alexander held at College House.



